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Town/City: | Town of Eastham 
Place: (neighborhood or village): 
Eastham Center 

Address: 50 Colony Road 
Historic Name: Schwartz - Lennon House 
Uses: Present: single-family residence 

Original: single-family residence 
Date of Construction: 1911-30 
Source: deeds, censuses, directories 


Style/Form: Colonial Revival/Cape Cod 
Architect/Builder: unknown 


Exterior Material: 
Foundation: parged 


Wall/Trim: wood shingle/wood 


Roof: asphalt shingle 


Outbuildings/Secondary Structures: 
none 


Major Alterations (with dates): 
Dormer & wing added to front, late 20" c. 
Rear wall raised to two stories, late 20" c. 
Soar panels added to roof, windows replaced, late 
20" c. 


Condition: fair 

Moved: no] yesL] Date: 

Acreage: 0.71 

Setting: The house is situated along the Cape Cod Rail 


Trail in the vicinity of Great and Depot ponds in the midst of 
a 20"-century residential subdivision. 


12/12 Follow Massachusetts Historical Commission Survey Manual instructions for completing this form. 
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[_] Recommended for listing in the National Register of Historic Places. 


ARCHITECTURAL DESCRIPTION 

The Schwartz — Lennon House originated as a one-story Cape Cod type dwelling built between 1911 and 1930. Few features of 
that house survived renovations made in the late 20" century that enclosed the center entrance and flanking window in a shed- 
roof wing on the front and added a gabled dormer and solar panels to the roof. The rear wall and roof were raised to two stories. 
A one-story shed roof wing with a secondary entrance on the south gable end may have originated as a porch. The house is 
sited near the street frontage of a deep lot that extends back to the old railroad right-of-way, now the Cape Cod Bike Trail. Yards 
have been kept open front and rear. 


HISTORICAL NARRATIVE 

The house numbered 50 Colony Road was built between 1911 and 1930 for Edward Daniel Schwartz (1872-1951), who 
acquired the one-acre lot on which it is located from John A. Knowles in October 1911 for $15.’ Born in Nova Scotia, Schwartz 
was the son of George and Emma T. Sullivan Schwartz. The family emigrated in stages between 1890 and 1895, and by 1900 
they were living in Waltham. Edward Schwartz was a machinist, and by 1903 he was boarding on his own in Waltham. He may 
have visited Eastham in 1899: the Yarmouth Register reported in September that year that an Edward Schwartz of Cambridge 
was staying at Silver Leaf cottage, owned by John Knowles, from whom he bought his acre parcel in 1911.2 His younger brother 
George Frederick Schwartz, a wood carver with Cambridge furniture firm A. H. Davenport and Company, had been coming to 
Eastham since at least 1915 and staying at Joseph and Eleanor Warren Cobb’s Comfort Cottage; his wife, Maria Warren, was 
Eleanor Warren’s sister. 


Edward Schwariz is not listed in this Eastham neighborhood in the 1920 census, but by 1930 he was living in town, owned real 
estate valued at $3000, and worked as a golf course laborer, probably at Quincy Adams Shaw’s Cedar Bank Links. In 1940 he 
still worked at the golf course, and the census listed him on Locust Road, from which Colony Road runs southwest toward Great 
Pond. 


Schwartz died in Eastham in 1951, and five years later the administrator of his estate sold the Colony Road property to Homer 
Stuart Smith and his wife Johanna, along with another 5.25-acre parcel that abutted the rail corridor as this one does. Homer 
Smith died in Eastham in 1956, and a decade later his widow sold the house and two parcels to Robert J. and Sarah E. Vogel of 
Wellfleet who subdivided them into seven building lots. The 50 Colony Road house was set off on 31,000 square feet, and the 
Vogels deeded the house and its lot back to Johanna Smith. She owned the house until 1979, by which time she had moved to 
Boca Raton, Florida. New owners John P. and Maura J. Lennon of Mamaroneck, New York, owned the house until they died, 
Maura in April 1999 and John in 2012. Their children sold the Eastham property to Paul M. and Michael A. Gaboury of Action in 
2015. They placed the property in trust in 2018, and the trust was owner of record in 2020.° 
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Fifty Colony Road is depicted on Lot 6 on the Vogels’ 1966 subdivision plan 
(BCP 205:103). 
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PHOTOGRAPHS 


(credit Larson Fisher Associates, 2019 unless otherwise noted) 
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